Drug evaluation: Albuferon-alpha--an antiviral interferon-alpha/albumin fusion protein.
Human Genome Sciences Inc (HGS), in collaboration with Novartis AG, is developing Albuferon-alpha, a long-acting injectable human interferon alpha2b fusion protein, for the potential treatment of hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection. By May 2004, phase II clinical trials of Albuferon in HCV infection were underway. In June 2006, HGS planned to initiate phase III clinical trials in this indication by the end of 2006. Albuferon also has the potential to treat a broad range of cancers.